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TOWN OF OLD SAYBROOK


Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission



302 Main Street ( Old Saybrook, Connecticut 06475-1741


Telephone (860) 395-3131 ( FAX (860) 395-3125

 MINUTES


REGULAR MEETING


THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2003 at 7:30 p.m.


PASBESHAUKE PAVILION at SAYBROOK POINT PARK


155 COLLEGE STREET EXTENSION
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I. CALL TO ORDER: Chairman, Frank Jones, called the regular meeting to order at 7:39 p.m. at Pasbeshauke Pavilion, Saybrook Point.
II. ROLL CALL

Attendant Members



Absent Members

Frank Jones, Chairman


Judy Preston, Regular Member 

Paul Smith, Regular Member




Frank Reichart, Regular Member



Bob McIntyre, Regular Member

Madge Fish, Regular Member

Kevin Zawoy, Alternate Member

Bill Pollock, Alternate Member

Attendant Staff

Christina Costa, Inland Wetlands Enforcement Officer

Mike Ott, Consulting Engineer

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A.
03-006

Ken and Cynthia Morin

Application to construct residential dwelling and driveway


267 Schoolhouse Road (Map 50, Lot 8)

Chairman, Frank Jones, opened the public hearing.  Christopher Holden, Engineer, was present to discuss the application with the Commission.  Mr. Holden reviewed the plans for crossing the wetlands to provide access to the property.  The applicant was unable to obtain a deed or easement to divert access around the wetlands.  The driveway is proposed with three culverts across the wetlands instead of two in the middle as originally shown. Mr. Holden testified that there would be 4,927 square feet of wetland impacts for the driveway and  related construction; and, that this area does not include the wetland buffer impacts or the area of wetland separated from the main wetland body by proposed construction of the driveway.  Within the wetlands, there is a potential vernal pool located near a white cedar tree.  The deepest water level for the wetland was found at the white cedar tree.  The Soil Resource Consultant for the applicant was unable to confirm any vernal pools.

Paul Smith read two letters into the record that were written to the Commission regarding the Morin’s property.  The first letter was from Arthur Marrero and Piper Raymond, dated April 15, 2003.  The second letter was from J. Scott and Karina Julius, dated April 16, 2003.

Michael Ott, Consulting Engineer, commented that there is not enough coverage over the culvert pipes and there should be a sedimentation barrier for digging underground utilities near the wetlands.

At 8:11 p.m., Frank Jones opens the floor to receive comments from the public.  Arthur Marrero, 269 Schoolhouse Road, had a concern of the road creating a barrier against any wetland animals migrating.

Christina Costa, Inland Wetlands Enforcement Officer, will contact a soil scientist to investigate the wetlands and vernal pools.  Mr. and Mrs. Morin gave permission for the Commission, staff, and soil scientist to go to the site.  The Commission instructed the applicant  to move any construction equipment out of the wetland buffer zone and check the condition of the silt fence.

MOTION to table until the next meeting.

MOVED by Madge Fish

SECONDED by Frank Reichart

APPROVED 7-0-0

IV. OLD BUSINESS

A. 02-009

Otter Cove Association, Inc.


Application to dredge ponds.


Otter Cove Drive, Hill Road & Watrous Point Road


(Pond Surrounded by Map 63, Lots 44,45, 46 & 47 and Map 64, Lots 4, 6 & 7)


Accepted: 2/20/03, Decision by: 5/21/03

Patrick Wiley, 17 Otter Cove Drive,  has begun seeding the embankment with a conservation grass seed mix to deter erosion.  Mr. Wiley spread  seed in the fall of last year and is preparing to use more.  The Commission instructed Mr. Wiley to provide Chris Costa with a list of the grass seed mix used. The Commission requested that Chris Costa have Richard Snarsky evaluate the area and propose a  planting scheme for submergent (below water) and emergent (above water) vegetation to mitigate the impacts of the over-excavation and filling in the pond. Mitigation and rehabilitation (is) are necessary to restore the pond and protect the embankment.

MOTION to table until the next meeting and to have Richard Snarsky, Soil Scientist, review the area and prepare a report.

MOVED by Frank Jones

SECONDED by Frank Reichart

APPROVED 7-0-0

B. 03-003

Old Saybrook Parks & Recreation Department


Application to repair one footbridge and construct a new footbridge Town Park

170 Schoolhouse Road (Map 47/Lot 6)

Accepted: 3/20/03, Decision by: 5/21/03

MOTION to approve permits for installation of one footbridge and repair of one footbridge.

MOVED by Frank Jones

SECONDED by Madge Fish

APPROVED  7-0-0

C. 03-004

Leslie I. Nathan - Four Seasons 

Application to construct a clubhouse for use by 16 unit P.R.D.

Boston Post Road  (Map 25, Lot 1)          

Accepted: 2/20/03, PH Opened & Closed: 3/20/03, Decision by: 6/7/03     

The Commission reviewed the placement of the clubhouse and use of a berm and increasing the biofilter where the garages are close to the wetlands.  The clubhouse containing the pool could move to the southeast corner of the site in a former garden area to remove it from the wetland buffer zone.

MOTION to approve application #03-004 with a biofilter extension as indicated on plans dated March 4, 2003 and a berm on the North and East side to control runoff.  The clubhouse  is to be relocated to the former garden area in the southeast corner of the site with an orientation to avoid the 100-foot wetland buffer zone, avoid septic reserve areas, and have a 75-foot setback from the boundary line.  There will be no vehicular access to the clubhouse.  To drain the pool, a pump-out truck  is to be used, or the pool is to be eliminated from the project.  Approval of #03-004 is pending a revised plan to be submitted by May 5, 2003 and approved by Chris Costa, Wetlands Enforcement Officer.

MOVED by Paul Smith

SECONDED by Madge Fish

APPROVED 7-0-0

D.
03-005

175 Ferry Road, LLC.  - Eden Harbor 


Application to construct 32 Unit Planned Residential Development.


175 Ferry Road (Map 45, Lot 15)  


Accepted: 3/20/03, Decision by: 5/21/03

The applicant and engineer were present to review the plans with the Commission.  A backup generator was suggested by the Commission to power the pumps lifting the pretreated wastewater to the leaching field area in case of a power outage.  There are two housing structures with three dwelling units in the wetland buffer area.   These units may be moved out of the wetland buffer if the leaching field  can change orientation to keep the units at a 55-foot setback.  The Department of Environmental Protection will look at the plans  regarding the location of the houses from the leaching field. 

The applicant and engineer will consider moving units out of the wetland buffer area, reorienting the leaching field, increasing the density of vegetation in the wetland buffer area,  relocating the wastewater pre-treatment facility, and eliminating or reducing the size of the control panel building.

If the applicant revises the site plan, they will consider requesting a time extension from the Commission to allow adequate time to consider the revised plan.

MOTION to table until the next meeting.

MOVED by Frank Jones

SECONDED Frank Reichart

APPROVED 7-0-0
V. NEW BUSINESS

A.
03-007

River’s End Subdivision


Application for eight lot subdivision within 100 feet of inland wetlands.


South of Ragged Rock Road and East of James Court (Map 53, Lot 40)

MOTION to accept application #03-007.

MOVED by Madge Fish

SECONDED by Paul Smith

APPROVED 7-0-0

MOTION to state that plans submitted with revisions April 3, 2003 do not contain significant activity.

MOVED by Madge Fish

SECONDED by Paul Smith

APPROVED 7-0-0

MOTION to instruct Chris Costa to collect Ordinance 71 technical fees  from the applicant based on cost estimates from Richard Snarsky, Soil Scientist, and Michael Ott, Consulting Engineer, to verify the wetlands flagging and assess the site.

MOVED by Madge Fish

SECONDED by Paul Smith

APPROVED 7-0-0

VI. STAFF REPORT 

The Great Cedars Conservation Area entrance road is in need of repair.

VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION to approve March 20, 2003 meeting minutes.

MOVED by Paul Smith

SECONDED by Frank Reichart

APPROVED 7-0-0

VIII. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS - None

IX. CORRESPONDENCE - None

X. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 10:44 p.m. until the next regularly scheduled meeting.

MOVED by Paul Smith

SECONDED by Frank Reichart

APPROVED 7-0-0

Respectfully submitted,

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk
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